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8 the Lord 1 Chriſt. This 1 
thee farther to be de ſirous of knowing the 


BY true Nate of thy ſoul; and is intended, 
1. To convince thee of thine hypocriſy, 


jf thou profeſs to be a follower of Chriſt, 


while thou art not living 7 to that 
» profeſſion. 
2. Fo ſhew thee bow thou art .to walk 
if thou wouldſt have a conſcience void of 
_ offence towards God and towards men. 
© .3- To humble thee for thy maniſold 
defects, however diligent thou art in the 
ſervice of thy God. 
Thou Enowelt then (for I ſpeak 5 to 
thoſe who have ſome acquaintance with 
their Bible) tha! if thou art in Chrift, thou 
ant of neceſſity be à new creature, 2 Cor. 
v. 17. I will therefore delineate for thee 15 
the new creature's daily conduc: 
Negatively, what he does not do: 7 
Poſitively, what he does do. 
The negative Parr. of the new creature” Q 
conduct ſhall | - 
ſtances: he forbears, all things. which he 
knous to be ſinfulʒ hath not any thing in 
his courſe which he ſuſpects to be finful;— 


not come under the power of any lawful 


, thing ;—labours to — offence i in a 5 
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rs all things which he 
| knows to be ſinful. In this reſpect his cg. 
| - ſeituce' is void "of offence both towards God _ .* 
and towards man{a): for to it he can a- 
peal; and it will make a ready and express 
anſwer to him, That he knows no thinghy = 
himſelf. There is no ſin in his courſe that he 
knows of; no, not the leaſt fin, as far as he | 
apprehends. I would not be miſtaken, as if 
I meant he had no imperſections to lament, 
no fin to contend with, or that his corrupted; 
heart did at no time gain any ad vantage f 
him. But I fay ſin is not im his coutſe. 
nor is any fin allowed and harboured by him. 
The law, in his members will be ſtriving 
will be inſinuating itſelf into all he doth} _- 3 
_ poſſibly. will take him, upon ſome extra- 
ordinary occafion, at unawares, and hurry? _-Þ 
kim into a ſingle act of compliance. Bur 
if at any time it doth ſo, his zender heart 
will be-inftantly firicken ; he will be fad, 
reproaching himſelf, and roaring for the diſ- 
 quietnefs of his hear!, Shame, ſorrow, ane 
darkneſs will overwhelm and cloud him; 
he will be ſeeking peace, and finding none for 
a ſeaſon: he will affuxedly judge himſelf 
the greateſt monſter upon earth. The real | 
_ Chriftian is an avowed enemy to all fin ; 
nor van the weight of prevailing example, - - 
the mifinterpretations which men of looſer 8 


2. * f 2 = . ; 4 * 2 2 
„ % ( 5 Do 
/ £ £ — — * 
+ 2 1 + % . s k 5 « F 1 : op 4 2 2 
1 2 9 N > 2 a * * 3 : , * 5 3 * 
# 5 : ©, * 2 » 5 F * 6 * N 
— : N g 9 ” i : g "It 5 ; 
8 4 |; Met et SE TIE ES. 4 A | 


N 


ne har ſome fins are b lirede mat= - 

ters; nothing can engage him to call evil 
goat or to admit into his conduct what n 
knows God doth not approve. © 

If this he true, then whoever abides un- 
der the power and practice of any knoun 
min cannot be a new creature. Doth con- 
ſtience ſay (and let it ſpeak) you have about , 
- you, in your courſe and conduct, one the . 
imalleſt thing which is ſinful? Is it accuſ- 
ing you of any one point wherein you of- 
fend, which you will either allow yourſelf 
in, or elſe fall into cuſtomarily, wk is as 
the tem ptation to it comes in your way? 
Hearken to no excuſes; all pretenees you 
fall be forming are vain; be affured that = 

our Heart is not right, that yo have not 

een transformed in the tuntr nas by the re- 
Hike Jour mind ; that you nos no part 
in Chriſt. Whatever vou may have con- 
ceited from any miſtaken app ibn ster of 
"the new creature's character to yourſelf, 
in the branches of it which you have al- 
ready heard, you are entirely deceived ; 
_ this one fin convinces you, and caſts yott 
out: nor cheat yourſelf any longer hg 
ar ſuafion chat the fin you. practi L is not 
with your allowance. You may feem' to 
be ſorry for it; may ſtoutly 2 l 

it: but if you cuſtomarily fall into it again 

- and again, plain it 155 no * hath been 
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prehend its deformity; your will doth not 
heartily refuſe it: and if you will be at the 


fell a ſtranger to che feelings of a ne crea- 
ture concerning it; hatred: big with loath- 


ing as you loo at it, ſorfow pie reing our 


heart as you reflect what a monſter it hat 
made vou, and fear filling you with anxious 


fuſpicion, leſt it hould again overtake. you. 1 
known ſin, great or lirtle, is not renewed." oo 


He therefore that is in the p 


And when fin abounds, as it doth this day, 
how many profeffed Chriſtians muſt this one! 
word 2 from the kingdon 
and convince to be of ayother Kingdom tian 
bis! For- whoſoever conmitteih fon ig = the. 

devil: but whoſoever is bord of God doth nor 
commit. ſin; for his feed remaineth in him; and 


he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God (t ANT: -- 2 2 
Suffer me to add yet one word to thoſe 


; who are continuing in the practice of Known 
fin, and yet make excuſe. of will ſuppoſe 


your fins, 5 be drunkenneſs: and t muck: 


reafon I have to ſuppoſe, it may. Nod ds. 


not get drunk wilfully, y..you ſay; you are; 2 5 


N cauę ght unady iſedly. 4 grant. all, which 
4 Wach ; I allow that you, do not ſet Je 

TA to get drunk; that vou ave premedi-, * | 
” wires, Feber of defying, God, ard "making 


95 0 John; Hl. 9,7 9 en 207 F 


ns to examine, you may eaſily find your- - 


-of CH, = 


D - 
* * 


- yourſelf a beaſt; chat you do it not ſeeing 

Sod's majtſty juſt before your eyes, the 

flaming vengeancę of his arm ſtretched our 
againſt you, forbidding you and charging 
your very ſoul, © See thou do it not.“ 1 his 
* would be ſinning wiltully, with a venge- 
ance; and yet this is all jou mean; the beſt 
ecxcuſe you have to plead. | No, I ſuppoſe 


you have no ſuch thoughts as theſe. ; verily, 
I believe you have no deſign to offend God 
upon ſuch occaſions. But your fin is wil- 
ful nevertheleſs. Vou chooſe the glaſs and a 
__ friend; this is the prevailing bias with you; 
. this is your will when you can enjoy it. And 
- . doth not that inclination lead you into com- 
Pap ſuited to the purpoſe, and that com- 
pay into exceſs? It is not in any deſign of 
being drunk, but in your being under the 
guidance of this bad inclination that the 
= wilfulneſs of your fin conſiſts: it is becaufe 
EE you hearken to it, and not to grace and 
 Cconfcience. Conſider, if this be not the 
very caſe, You are overtaken; it makes 
you uneaſy ; you dread the confequences 
which threaten you; you are determined 
againſt it ſor the future; and yer, by and 
by, it prevails again. I beſeech you, why 
0, if your heart be not deſperately ſer upon 
indulgence, and you cannot refuſe yourſelf _ 
the gratification which it craves? Your wilf 
is ſtill perverſe; and all the fair promiſes 
you make do but ſerve to deceive you. lt 
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is eaſy mn. carry this remark into any 7 en 
ſin which men e e into. But 1. 
5 have inſtanced 1 inn the ſin of drunkenneſs, 
| becauſe of the eſpecial need there is I 
ſhould bear e again{. it; having re 
fon to believe, that this way of drinking, 
my repenting of it (as it will be one 15. 


de of too many among you. 
The new creature hath not any thin 

in bis courſe which he ſuſpects to be nf. 3 
This will prove a notable mark of the di. 
ference berween a renewed and unrenewed 1 

mind. SPELL Y 

Are you one 188 thoſe WBO g⁰ ES adren- 
turouſiy, without fear and caution; either 
not at all apt to ſuſpect that thete may be B 
in many things you do; or, if you harre 
ſuſpicion of ſomewhat or other not altge 
155 right, yet paſſing 1 it over. without ſeri- 
ous inquiry, as a thing of little conſequence, OT” = 
and what 1 55 generality do not hefitate to do? 
Have you ſome ſuſpicious ogy: in your 
cqurſe which you have. nor. care ully eka. 
| mined, induſtriouſſy turning your thoughts... _ 
away from an inquiſitive ſearch ins 
zem; and ſome which you canpap per- 


yh, ſuade your conſcience to approve, Are 


vou raſh and hardy in this matter, Four, - 
conſcience not tenderly ſway ing you to the: 
later. ide Lou may not think that your 3 
Heart 18 changed; that you love God, hate 

„ 2 7 Ang SJ 5/2 E _ 
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= of he A 3 eri *hie fear of 
= doing what is ſinful outweighit g whatey | 
| = _ - convenichce or pleafure the ful 


could be able to promiſe you. bal 
more pretence to the ſimplicity 409 8 n n- 
cerity of the new creature than the raſh out 
who drives his veffet” forward, Who 
z regard to rocks or ſands that may be 
in her way, can ſet up for the title and 3 


Character of an experienced, cautious, and 
_ good plett. + 
= Juſt the contrary to this i is the manner 
of one ho is renewed in the ſpirit of his 
mind. With him the rule ſtands good, 
5 whatſoever j is not of faith is fin (. "Whar. : 
LF ever he ſuſpects he flops to {earch it our, 
i bringing it to the lam and the reſtimony : nor 
will do what is not determined to be allow- 
able, any more than what he perfectly knows 
to be wrong. He doth not hearken to 
ſcruples, indeed, after faithful inquiry, tho” 
he il keeps his mind open to better infor- 
mation; but he dares not do any doubtful 
. 83 without i inquiry. Still 1 keeps on 
the {afe fide.” He cannot clearly determine 


Ls 


' _ it: it may be finful for ought | be Pl 
knows; He cannot do amiſs if he abſtain. 
= Like a perſon travelling in a bad or miry 3 
1 Load, i he fees the way 1 7 * Lens 
= : ha 7] © Rom. xiv, . 4 CSE! 


— 


time, 


; | 5 235 11 „ — 
time, he turns-out of it. Or . . 4 = 
= honeſt ſervant, if he ſuſpects an y thing: may 3 
prove imjurious to bis maſter's intereſt he F 
àvoids it, and would charge himſelf w un 
unfaitbfulnefs mould be ad venture upon ĩt. 1 Be 
The new. creature hates ſin with an irre- þ 
concileable hatred; and when” any thing 
books doubtful, * hen he knows for what” 
do make of it, 2 het er it be ſinful or nö, 

mae ſacred Jealouſy rovzes his diſguft, and 4 
he paſſes by on the other fide, Thus he keeps 2 
his courſe clear; the practiee of no doubt— He 3 
ful thing elogs him; he ſubmits net to ch 
very ſuſpicion of evil: he can apf roach N 
thele honeft ſentiments, “ Eord, behal# © 
2 thy ſervant: thou ſeeſſ che fp iieier 8 
cc my heart, that I fear nothing 48 1 do tbe 
ak offending of thee; yea, thow'ſeeft that 
dare not, that I would not, adventure 

& into the leaſt thing which might diſpleaſe 

4+ thee. Holy Father, thou baft taugt me 

to hate alt evil ways, and, to the'praiſe - 
«gf thy grace I will av it, that ther 3 
. haſt ſet me this day free from all ſulpecks - 
ed evil in my allowed cburſe.“ Lo ðͤ 
ing about upon his buſineſs; his company., 
* his amuſements, he can make his appeal tc 1 
the Searcher of Hearts. And herein h 
Will he be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe whore 7 


neither apt to fuſpect any thing, not to heec 
_ therlfipgsof ſuſpicion, when the conſciencs® 
bobs and give 1 of ink 


a . = Tz 4 & 
* 3 4 . 
1 : 


—_ -- 2. The 3 + from all peed. 
_ "uf temptations. By temptat;ons, I mean any 
"JR thing which may be the inſtrument of lead- 
ing and 3 into ſin; of ſedueing the 
heart into pride and vanity, into worldly- 
mindedneſs and diſhoneſty, into lewdneis, 
drunkenneſs, gluttony, or idlepeſp. Pride, 
worldlineſs, and luſt, are the ſtro holds of 
ſin; and all that is about us affords conti- 
nual matter for enflaming the one and the 
Other within us. The heart is more eſpe= | 
.* cially apt to be enſnared by eminence. or 
diſtipction of any ſort, by a perpetual hurry. 
gf buſineſs, or a ceaſeleſs round of amuſe- 
ment in the midſt of eaſe; and all theſe lie 
on every band of us. f 
This ws man whoſe ſoul is 1 * 
Henven knows; he ſees himſelf ſet in the 
midſt of many dangers, and is afraid of all 
theſe things which are · in the world. In 
every thing he finds a ſnare; and holds off, 
as well as he may, from whatever might 
corrupt the purity and integrity of his 
beart. He lives at a diſtance from riotous 
company and boiſterous mirth; paſſes bj 
the doots of lewdneſs, nor makes the vain 
perſon his familiar friend. He enters into 
”, buſineſs with religious fear; he is content 
if he be not rich; if he be is the more 
afraid 3 nor will take more upon him than 
ab wth: wow een i 00 


* "© 
0 
— ls * | 


„433 2 
* * 
+. ES 


bd * 5 . 
n — — ie ER 
nn en 


- e 4 a 
, 26 y _ 
8 hs — "OY ny 


\ OED 
1 


— 0 * r 
. + IF 71 


= +: 15 T . 
can a manage. He doth not ſet hit imſelf laoks | 


in purſuit of advancemen and bonour ;. 5 
; and, he will be cautious. in cating with 


| give as little occaſion to "luſt, or lov nE the 5 | 


_ preſent world, or vanity, to take advantage I 
of him, as. he pothbly can; and where any : 
thing has a tendency to lead him into ſin, be 
will not needleſſy run up: Ro bet-= 
ter illuſtrate he conduct o 1 . an 
regard to temptations, has »PArIN 
bim to a "fearful perſon ond in A lace 
where. ſome, peſtilential diſcaſe rag res. Eck 
an one, you. may well think, OE not be 
running "hazards; 8 would cauriouſly. avoid, 
as much as poſſibly he could, the people 
and the places which might give him the 
infection. He could not be oat of danger | 
| in ſuch a circumſtance. No doubt, he muſt 
_ ſometimes: bring himſelf unden into 
danger; but it would be his 5 and* 
5 care to keep bimſelf from 1 


nfected. Juſt ſueh another nfected place 


E good man finds the world to be; kick - 


with the peſtilence of fin, and every thing 
Which is in it ſpreading the infection td 


thoſe that dwell thereon. He isflivr up in 5 
it, he cannot eſcape. But with how much 


peculiar and incom \parable- fear doth” he 
walk, becauſe 8570 diſeaſe which overfpreags | 

1 i ſo deadly! He will be as little in 
* of the infection as it is . 


and 


* Ys 3 ** 14 4; 1 
= ard, if he be drawn unwarily inden temp- 
1 10 he will reinark ĩt for à future caution. 
= - _ thou child of Gol, art thou not even. 
© ehus fearful: of ' temptations? Fearfül _ 
chem, becauſe thou feateſt being titaun into 
= in? Every day of thy life alf withefs: ? 
'' is I E thou dareft not” Entire: upon 
needleſs dapger; ALE as far 48 fnay 'be, 
and with att -*g 4 rg hl 1 uſe, 7 
thou Tkeepeſt thy elf from m tem 1 lix-/ , 
ing as in a 0000 inked with Us. - > Yes,, 
_ thou, feareſt en becauſe thou, hateſt, - 
in; becaufe thou haft taſtekl the gall and. 
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1 Mood © 2 51 im it; r griey- 
t for che wounds it gave thy deaxeſt Lord. 1 
1 I this be thy caſe, how different art thou 
== from what thou watt once thyſelf, and from, . 
ee around. the ae! Men who: 

lixe in the midſt of danger Without fear, 
adventure continually into temptations; nor 
conſider that theſe are the doors by which, | 

gains admittance; who ſin and com- e 
Plain of their weakneſs, and yet ſin. again, 
Ws and are again felf-reproved,; but will nor 

gapoich che fnares by which they fall. O the, - 
infincerity of ele men, frail as water; 
and yet ruſming boldly into cireumſtances, 
. where even the ſtrength and conſtancy of; 5 
a4 apoſtie could not but falter. "Alas 17 * 
friends, be is the careleſs. perſon your, 
. f: n why are Lok . 5 
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oi under the power of any law fül thing. 
cbutſe through What is uotavwe Ul, 


to Wear decent TY 


5 and fleep with indulgence; and both fox 
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und -+ OK the wWal my TTY ns 2 
'Y, d Ip {t dwell ; 7 Why eg rl 
ing 1 cites which'y 


Nah! 4 1 


. craving! Uther a ſd r 


are " inacquameed hard Pieaſure' f 1475 1 
ing after God? the * Nenn 5 ; 
4. The true: eds THENY FRY bot 


therto We haye ſeen, Rim ſteering” his — 

lechef 7 — 
fin known,or fin ſuſpected, or needle Ste P. — 
tation. We muſt” (IG how bow. he orders 3 


; himſelf. in thing 8 lavfal, ek. capable” of 33 
abuſe: how 9317 he. is "That they „ 
hurt him; that' hi >ul x 
in - the uſe lie 8 f th 


1 f is a needfur as Well 4 Haken "this 2 4 0: 
| becoming apparel; _ 2M 
quikite it is that we take ihe refreſhments. — 


olf meat, and drink, and ſleep; z it is allowed 3 
that men may uſe proper 1 ee any 8 Due, = 1 
accotding to o the manner, of f ufing. them, | 

they become hurtful of pot, Ealy it is to | 1 


ſee that We. may tels 0 caf, drink,” > 


get qurle elves and looſe. much time in te- Ft: 8 2 
_ cfeatioh, So that it is a filly, though bur 
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FP MY things ? Why truly, none at al; in N 
5 WW, 5 ne: me Wh an great deal in the 
LN 1 e of th zem, or 2 £4 apoſtle calls $19; 6 
the being 1 under. the power of them | 
(2): If you dreſs beyond 1 our Haren, po 2 
ing up your heart, with | nery 3 5. if fag car” = 
Fe 2 drink to che pampering, your body; or $ 
without. moderation, ſtupifying your WM 

| e ſuch indulgences if your recrea-_ 

tions diſorder the ge tame 23 your mind, ren- 

| dering you leſs, inſtead of more fit. for” the 
more ſerious offices of devotion and buſi- 3 
neſs, —ſurely there i 18 ſome harm 1 in all this a 
apd whoever ſhall be in the. uſe. of the "I 
lawful things, in this manner, to the evi-, 4 
dent hindrance of his ſoul, may-be affured, - i 
that he cannot be of the new creature's cha- 
racter. Nor tell me theſe are litile things. 
If they be ſo, and yet you continue enflayed.. 
by them, ſo much a N evidence they 
become of a cold and unrenewed heart 
dwelling in you. In truth, little as they. 
may ſeem, they keep your ſoul in a ruinous 
fate; yours, and 11 cat ten thouſand others. 
To convince you, in a word (for I muſt not 
ſtay to enlarge) when yo will rather indulge. 
yourſelf in bed than get up to meet God 


and will be eating and drinking to the fun, 
Inſtead of keeping your body anger, and bring 
* it into Jubjection 155 by a 1 


. 1 Cor. vi. 12. n . N 9 J 
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in prayer, and to be about your "buſineſs ; £ { 
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diet; when you are contriving your dreſs 
for vanity: more than for uſe and deceneʒ 
when you will uſe thoſe very recreations 
which you find by experience are inconſii- 
tent with a religious turn of mind, render- 
ing you perpetually forgetful and vain, _ 
how can you once. think that you mind 
things above; that you love God, and de- 
light in n commandments ; thae 
you are ſeeking his evetlaſting favour and : 


preſence through Jeſus Chriſt ; that you re- 
ſemble a miſerable ſinner who is-labouring 
for ſalvation, and preſſing. after the high pris 
of his calling with fear and trembling, lefh by © 
any mean che ſhauld come ſhort of itt! 
Hear how differently the new creature 
uſes all theſe things. He ſleeps for refreſh» - 
ment only; and when that hath been ob- 
| tained, he bethinks himſelf in ſuch a Way 
as this: Away thou caſe, thou waſt nee 
made for man. We muſt be up, my ſoul, 
*© to: bleſs. God for the protection of the 
e night; to meet him with our praiſes in 
the early morning. Let us come before 
God to dreſs thee for the day! We have 
precious hours before us, in which re 
may not be idle. T he glory of our Gd ; 
is intruſted with us, the appointed labour 4 
_ © of life muſt be gladly maintained. Up _- 
_* Heayen for the renewed day! A day. 
| 4 $ W hich, if not | the laſt we 7 have 1 N E, by 5 i 
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- © yet which will bring us ſo much nearer 
the important eternity A day, for the 
e uſe of which we ſhall: have need either 
< to rejoiee or grieve when our laſt | 
.</ approacheth '—He clothes himſelf with 
decency, and for convenience: ' Coald you 
fee his heart, you mighe read there, if not 
theſe, yet ſome ſuch ſeriobs re flections. 
Out parent pas afraid and hid himſelf, be- 
4 gunſe he was naked. Why then ſhould we 
; * a ourſelves in that which was only ; 
given us to cover our ſhame h Sin | 
« ſhame into che world; and that ſhame 
nude raiment needful. We can have 
4 little cauſe to boaſt of that which is the 
e ſtanding badge of our reproach. and ſin! 
will put you on to hide the ſhame of 
man, —to remind me that Lam a fallen 
*"Efourgye.. I may not be proud of you; 
Dye might have been another's, and nor. 
” mine : but thankfolfy, according to my 
et ſtation in lite, I will uſe you as à defence 
Ai whichGodhasprovidedfor my weak body 
ec apainſt the heat, the rain, and the cold. 
—He eats toe, and drinks with modera- 
tion, to preferve the health and vigour of 
his body, not to indulge his palate, bleſſ- 
ing and praiſing God for the ſupply of his 
good things afforded him; he puts the taiſt 
to his throat, careful that he do not abuſe 
the Giver in the uſe of them: not ſtupiſy- 
5 ing his ſeuſes, nor nne his reaſon, not 
5 „ nurſing; | 


t-m þ 
nurfng up kis body for luſt. Ha 


have his body become leſs ſerviceable by too 
much or too little ſelf-denial : but keeping a 
due mean, that ĩt may be fit for the purpoſes. 


of the foul; and-ſubſervient to its intereſts. 
— His reercations alſo are with much con- 


ſulration and adviſedneſs. Thoſe he choglſes, © 
which are intirely innocent; ſuch as he hath 
proved to be no way hurtful to the religiou 
frame and tem 
none of thoſe amuſements which ſhall en- 
gage all bis, thoughts long before they. 
come, and leave him almoſt ineapable oH 
reflexion when they are over; more con- 
fuſed and Ame, than they: found, him. 
Nor will he ſpend: much time in them; 
they are his little intervals of relaxation 
from the ſerious and important affairs of 
life, that he may return to them in 
with recruited vigour. Thus he uſes theſe, 
lauful things, becomingly heedful of them 
and indifferent. to them. And as he ſhews 
hereby an entire contraxiety to thoſe wha 
live as if they were made to dreſs; indulge, 
and ſquander: away their time, ſo alſohe 
is a living teſtimony of the more noble 9 
gards which ought: to poſſeſs the ſoul. . 
. To complete the negative part of this 
character, as it relates to ER conduct, 
Lads, in the laſt place, that he labouts ta give 
no een any e Ad hoe, great the 
. Ty difference 
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Is 
aper of-his ſoul. He will baxve 


— 


1 

Amte here! How clear the 3 en- 
vincing evidences of the reneued and un- 
changed heart! While the tender regard 
of the one bears an amiable reſemblance of 
the love of Jeſus, and the indifference of 


the other is but too MARY like te mne 
of his enemy. 


Tou will not e your own: way to 
pleale. or profit any; wilt not conſider your! 
conduct as others are or may be affect 
ed by it, nor retrench any thing of your 


freedom, bowever much your neighbour 


may be enſnared by the uſe you make of 
_ your liberty; — you do not trouble your- 
ſelf to think about other people. Scrip- 
tute bears the a teſtimony againſt 
ſuch a character. It muſt needs be that 
offences come; but. woe to that man 
whom the offence comet h. It were better for 
him that a will. ſtone were hanged about his 
nech, and that be were drowned in the depth 
of- 2 ſea, thun that be ſbould offend one of 
theſe little ones ſi J. And why ſo?“ yo 

will be apt te ſay. An I my AC wt * 
« heeper ſ n ] have no defign — drawing 
him into ſin: Ido not bid him follow my 
56 example, nor deſite that he ſfiould encou- 
rage himſelf in doing ill, from the inno- 
ei cent{treedoms which 1 rake. Nothing 
is farther from my thoughts than beine 


2 Matth. xvmi. 7, G. (i) Gen. iv. 9 


+ AT =} 


54 9 and an hindrance to ihe: While 
| < therefore I do but follow my own humour, 
c which every man hath a right to do in 
40 indifferent matters, why Mould the faults 
| << of others be thus laid at my door? For 
| the plaineſt reaſon in the world: Becauſe by 
ſuch a conduct you give up the intereſts of 
him whom you call your Maſter ; evidently 
ſhewing no concern about his kingdom 
and glory; and ſuffering, with much indif- 
ference, Satan to gain advantage by your 
means. In truth, no leſs may be ſaid of 
it, you are doing the work of N how- 
ever little you may defign it. And judge 
now in conſeience if you can be the child 
of God? What! a child of God, and ſo void 
of all zeal for his honour, that you care not 
though you be the occaſion that his crea- 
tures and your brethren dance: diſ. 
obey him! A child of God, chrough ſeſus 
Cheid; ; and ſo unlike him, through whom 
you call God your Father, that you will 
not- conſtrain 'yourſelf, in the leaft degree, 
to ſave thoſe from ruin for whoſe ſake he 
ſhed his moſt valuable blood Surely, upon 
reflection, you cannot believe it yourſelf : 
nor. is it any ſort of excuſe that you have 
no thought of ſeducing men into ſin, or 


of hardening them in it. Be 1 it allowed that £0 


Ss you have no ſuch. thought 2, that you do 
5 * 80 on, run n Ys . foes your 
SET? 4 + in q YH ito en N 
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own humour: © Truly it t very want 
of thought about the matter which con- 
demns you... This is the very thing I inſift | 
upon, as the proof of your being altogerher 
out of the "right wap, and ſtill alienated from 
the life of God, that you have no thought 
about the burt which your conduct may 
| 8 be doing to Ales or about the 
Mares which your uſe of allowed freedom 
may lead Sdn into. Had you been the ſe- 
Trous character you presst you would both 
have thought of your "THONG, and Eee. 
ed.it accordingly. EY 
For it is the new creature's manner to 
114 the. things of others. ' "Godly zeal and 
affectionate charity burn in his breaſt. He 
knows a thouland ſearchings of heart for the 
glory of God trodden down of men, and for 
the many y ſouls which are in the road to de- 
ſtruction. He cannot bear there ſhould be 
the leaſt thing in his conduct which might 
contribute to the lamented ſcene of rebel - 
lion and ruin which he ſees about him: he 
Knows not that there! is any ſuch thing; 
he ſtudies that there may be none. 1 
voice of compaſſion cries Within bim g it 
lifts up a 7051856 ful lamentation, I an 
5 horribly afraid fe or the ungodly.' How long, 
Ee ye fimple ones! What, till death; the meſ- 
«© ſenger of the Lord, arreſt you, and judg- 
ment fend you into helf! I armitrapbled 
s for you, my brethren. Woe is me for 
| you 
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you and for. myſelf ! woe is me that 1 
<c Tx careleſly contributed to your miſery; 


| <c and made your hands ſtronger to tin! 
ee For give me, children of wrath, whom I 
50 5 either begotten or nouriſhed! Alas, 
e that I ſhould be your ruin I hew ſhall I 
4: almoſt endure to hear you ſentenced at 
ce the; judgment? O return unts the Lord, 
« 5 whom I have led you! If Teannot © 
** prevail, yet I ſhall mourn aver ub. 1 
«© will labour to do no more ſuch-irteparable- 
«©. wrong to God and my brother. Rather, ; 
+ O;Lord, cut me off in the midit of my 
days than leave me to propagate ini, 
4. quity. Thou knoweſt I have this day, 
„ through thy grace, caſt off all things 
„ which offend ; if any remain, they are 
„hid from me. But if ſtill there be with 
me any thing behind which. diſhonours 
thee, ot wounds my neighbour, O take 
tc it from me. Be it what it will; innocent, 
<c pleaſing, or uſeful, I yield icopwithzog.” = 
In this manner he thinks ; and his conduct 
directed upon this plan. Moſt con vincing 
therefore . will be the faithful an- 
N f your conſcience upon this point, 
that you haye not the mind of Cbriſt in fou. 
Take now the whole together, and ſer "2 
with ſelf- application the wide oppoſition 
between the one apitherother in —_ 
eee 151 1 05 15 
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The untenewed man, as he loves fin at 
the bottom, ſo when he knows that ſome- 
thing fioful is in his practice, he is for mak- 
ing excuſes; he will be telling you he is 
ſorry for it, and that it is unadviſedly or un- 
avoidably he falls into it. But then he is 
determined not to be ſuſpicious of himſelf; 
he ſhuts his eyes, as much as poſſible; he 
is not over- forward to think there is any 
thing amiſs with him; that this or that 
part of his conduct is exceptionable: and 
if doubt forces upon him, he hath the art of 
making himſelf eaſy. He lives in the midſt 
of temptation; neither ſees, nor fears, nor 
flies from the ſnare; is ſecure in the midſt of 
danger, and adventures again to the mouth 
of the pit into which he before had fallen. 
A ſtrange faculty he hath of making bleſſ- 
ings become his curſe, while he turns even 
food and'raiment into indulgence or vanity. 
No wonder if he be as regardleſs of others 
as he is of himſelf : he goes on in his own 
way, and if others are hurt by his influence, 
hat is that to him? Let them ſee to that. 
And is not this a bad, however common, 
. ee 25 
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413 . 01.5 : 
But the reformed man is the very re- 
verſe. He doth not chooſe ſin; his ſoul ab- 
horring all evil ways. Accordingly,; he hath 
not left one known ſin in his practice, be it 
ne ver ſo little an one; let convenience, plea 
ſure, intereſt, reputation, plead for it as they 
T will, 
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Will, he ſpares it ROY Nay, * if he do Av 
but ſuſpect ſin to be lurking i in any part of - of 
his conduct (and apt he is to be ſuſpicious - 
while ſin is ſo enticing, and his heart ſo 
deceitful) he ſearches it out, and clears his 
hands of evil without delay, not ſuffering, 
as I may ſay, the ſmell of fin to paſs upon 
bim, nor daring to act under a doubriul 
mind. He is as fearful of temptations as 
he would be of a peſtilence, and takes as 
much care to avoid the one as he would to 
eſcape the other. With a thankful mode. 
ration he uſes. the needful things of lifez * © 
treating them as his ſervants, and not ass 
his maſters. He hath an beedful eye to 
others as well as himſelf; minds bis bro- 
_ ther's wealth 5 endeavours, in all thing: 
that he be not à ſtumbling- block to t e 
weak; and can ſay of himſelf in general, . 
what the apoſtle ſaith in a particular * 
ſtance, I 2vill eat no fleſh while the world. 
' flandeth, left I nabe my brother to offend (I. 43 
- — Thus he forbears. And is not this a plain, 8 — 
an honeſt carriage? Is not this to act like 
one born from above? You may deſpiſe ſuch 
2 conduct, if you pleaſe, and call it What 
you will; but I defy you to ſuppreſs that 
inward deſire which is at this moment 
E as! 5 * 1 were ther man. 
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Noe, Reader, , pauſe, - aſter. pray. 
Reflect again and again on what has been 
ſaid : Doſt thou ſorbear all things whick 
thou knoweſt to be finſul > Is there no- 
thing in thy courſe of life" which thou doſt 
ſuſpect to be ſinful? Doft chou keep 
from all needleſs temptations? Art thou 
. brought under the 33 of any thing - 
which is is lawful,” th u wilt not lay it 
aſide, though it evidently be not expedi- 
ent? And doft thou labour not to give 
_ offence in any thing? — When thou haſt 


well confidered what has been ſail under 
the foregoing heads, you. will be prepared 


to hear the poſitive part of the New Crea- 
= 5 5 conduct. But I cannot enter 
| ſuch an important point, without 
| Sting upon both myſelf and you to re- 
flect, that what we ſhall now hear is no 
dther than the carriage of a true Chriſtian. 
We mall be told what our e de- 
mands of us; what our eternal expectations 
_ abfolutely require at our hands; what the 
uniyerſal eye of God would find us doing. 
But ah! What cauſe of juſt — 
5 may this repreſentatioꝝ miniſter to æhe moſt 
pious, when they are led to remember how - 
Unlike this excellent way their patk may 
have often been! And what cauſe too of 


__ awakened fear to that man who ſhall evi- 


dently find TO: this deſcription, that his 
29 Fs | ; 25 con- | 
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conduct hacks never been, nun this hour : 3 


is, the conduct of a Chriſtian! 2 26s 
Seeing then nothing can be of, more im- 
portance to every one of us, let me intreat 
you attentively, and with candour, to ex- 
amine yourſelves, while I lay before you 
the plan and ſcheme upon which he who is 
a new creature acts; the rule he propoſes, 
the way and manner to which he would 
exactly be conformed, and which he induf- 
rriouſly labours to come up to. + 
He lives to the glory of God. This i is 
his plan; this the aim he bath in all his 
conduct. His labour is to bring his whole 
_ courſe of action, every thing he doth, 
great or little, into conformity with this 
one rule. When we look at the particulars 
of his converſation, as we ſhall by and by 
do, all of them will be found drawing this 
way, and contracting more and more into 
this ſhort compaſs. It muſt needs be, fo, 
becauſe this is the ſum of the whole, that 
which includes all, . He lives to the glory | 
© of God.” B which I mean, his great 
view is ſo to frame his behaviour after 
God's will, that by his conformity to the 
divine pleaſure, God may have his juſt 
aud peculiar honour paid hes: of being ſuch 
an one's true Lord and ſole Governor: at 
the ſame time alſo ſtudy ing, that, as much 
as zin bim lies, the glory of God' 8 2 : 


— 


may . 3 


“ Lord, direct my ſteps as may beſt ſerve 


- 


may be extended throughout the worlds 

his majeſty be acknowledged by the general 

ſubmiſſion of all his reaſonable creatures; 
- particularly, that the honour and intereſt of 


this plan he often reviews his conduct; 
d Am 1 acting like the ſervant and ſubj ject | 


..* ing obedience which from the dependence 


4 


Thriſt's kingdom may be promoted. Upon 


4 of the great God, my Maſter and King * 
cc Am] yielding God that hearty and will- 


40 * we have upon his power and majeſty, his 

goodneſs and mercy, his love, pity, pa- | 
4 rience, and univerſal prefence with us; is 
4 moſt highly his due? Is my life ordered 
8c in all things as God would have it, and in 
cc way beſt ſ uited to promote his honour? 


« thine. own glory ! O my God and King, 
* $6 regard not my will and my inclination ; 
e but, if theſe be in any thing contrary to 
& thy. will, thwart them, and order all 
5 things to me in that way which may 
'< beſt promote the glory of thy name !”— 
Upon Secaſion of difficulty or trial, his 
_ greateſt concern is, that the glory of God 
may not ſuffer damage; his firſt fear, leſt 
he ſhould bring diſ.onour upon his hea- 
venly King.—! othing he ſo frequently aſks 
himtelf as, Will this diſhonour God? Will 
< not this tend to his glory ?”— Nothing 
gm him ſo i as the thought of 
. | OED having 


— 


Dn. 'þ 29 +. 
having brought diſhonour upon the divine 
government; nothing rejoices him fo much 993 
26 that he hath been able to eſtabliſh it.— 3 
The appearance of e deters "= 

bim from any thing he was about to do: 
the hope or proſpect of glorifying God 
does not fail to impel him to duty, though 
it be at the hazard of bis intereſt, eaſe, 5 
and reputation. : 
This is a noble and genefors way s 8. e 
alas! how rarely to be met with The 
herd of men ĩs of a different ſtamp; wrap- 
ped up in themſelves, ſelfiſh, and 51 nt 
their own ends. Wo2:1s unto you if ou 
be one of theſe ſelf-ſeckers, Many there are, 
upon whom intereſt may have this influence 
to make them honeſt, who would not for 
ſhame be indecent: What would the world 
ſay of me, were I Known to-be an adulterer, ' 
a. knave, or a ſot! Many allo are driven to 
the church and the cloſet, only. by the 
fear of an after-reckomng. I ie may 
be your caſe; and you in the mean while 
void of all concern about God, and his 
glory? in the world. What matters all this, 
if you have not the ſpirit and carriage of a _ 
ſervant of the moſt high God? If the glo- 
Ty. of your ſovereign Lord and King weighs 
not with you in your conduct; neither ſtops | 
nor forwards you in the actions of your 
life" is If you oy not fo much as reflect Whe- 
'B 2ͤã 
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1 5 1. 
ther God 5 honoured ot e * 
means of your behaviour, but go on juſt in 
Four own way, regardleſs of him? Truly, in 

ſuch circumſtances. you are living without 
God; free, as it were, and diſcharged from 
his ſervice; nor can any one be at a wider 

diſtance, than you from what the apoſtle | 
injoins us: Whether ye cat, or drink, or 

Whatever ye do, do all to the glor y of God { m). 
View yourſelf and the Chrifiian together. 


duct: to this excellent principle you live- 
an entire ſtranger. He is apt to examine 
his conduct in this view: the very thought 
cf ſuch inquiry never poſſeſſed your breaft. 
Hie ſorely grie ves, if his fins and inadver - 
tencies have in any way difgraced the cauſe 
of God: yon can wound religion, and feel 
nothing. Fear of diſhonouring God cauſes. 
Aim to deliberate upon every extraordinary 
occaſion: hour fear is for vourſelf, how 
you fhall a cape cenfure and reproach.” The 
. opportunity of bringing honour to God and 
_ Chriſt gives an edge to his zeal : opportu- 
nities of this ſort paſs by yon unſeen, be- 
cauſe all your zeal is employed for yourſelf. 
and your intereſts, In truth, are you not a 
very Gallio, one why with the flew and 
ceremony of being a Chriſtian,” careth for. z 
youe of theſe 5 * N ts g 


(in) ix Cor, X. 31. c "yy Acts xviüi. Wo 
REES: = But, 


Ve deſigns God's glory in his general con- 


— 


+ 31 . 
But, PV this general account, 1 de 
from to a more particular exempliſication 1 
of the things, wherein: he who is 'a-new — - | 
creature labours to glorify God. I men 
tion as the moſt material, A due re. 
ce gard to divine worſhip- va faithful dil. 
„ gence. in our. calling —a well ordering 
c ourſelves in the relations we bear te 
others a proper uſe, whether of our ac- © 7 
< cidentalor natural endowments and'abil> 


„ }jties:” which, taken together, may.give = 
a ſufficient view of the: Chriſtian's well- = 
— - 3 Nl Nun ds > - 
e He . neu ide tins 
to glorify. God in a due tegard to divine 
9 This appcars- to him the moſt 
important concern in life he loobs upon 
nothing as being of like moment Wich 
this. Accordingly, ſhould qiſtell you that 
from a deep. ene of the high Hondhr the 
- + werſhipoft God admits: Hae; of the noble 
P he enjoys therein, of the obliga- 
tion and neceſſity; inviting him to it, he la- 
bours to wait upon God in a truly ſpiritual 
uſe of all his ſacred appointments; that he 
peculiarly eſteems the Lord's Day, and re- 
verences thoſe! public ordinantes wherein 
the people of God meet together to wor- s 
ſmip ʒ not ſuffering buſineis to break in upon - 
the ſacred hours, nor making the Sabbath 
a en 1 85 be eee and imperti- 
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nence; nor (w nich ought nom. days much 


to be remarked) allowing every little mat- 
ter to keep him from God's houſe ; but 
waiting upon God there, to praiſe him and 
- pray unto him, to be inſtructed, admoniſh- 
ed, and enlivened, ſeafonaÞbly,' conſtantly, 
chearfully, and devoutly. Should I tell you 
that he will gladly lay hold of any other op- 
138 public worſhipping, nor will be 
ckward (it he conveniently can) to ſai: 
an hour out of his neceſſary buſineſs for the 
weekly ſervice; or at leaſt, judging that to 
be-a better employment. than to doing 
nothing: ſhould I ſay that he allots a due 
portion of his time for private devotions, 
2 no means ſuffering theſe his ſpirit 
and moſt delightful meals to be neglected, 
or by every trivial cireumſtance to be in- 
terrupted: ſhould I add, that he labours to 
have God with him when he hath left his 
cloſet; that he ſtudies to hold an inter- 
courſe with him as the hours paſs along, 
lifting up his heart to him in — little in- 
tervals of buſineſs and converſation, and 
returning unto him with plezſing medita- 
tion in more vacant hours: ſhould I add, 
that he will be craving the bleſſing of God 
— his neceſſary food, and thankfully 
acknowledging the divine bounty for the 
refreſhments he hath received (a decent 
act of family devotion, growing untath- | 
ionable and out ol Practice, fince the 


; "a 35. 3 


good 1 God in bis daliy care 
of us hathbeen forgotten or difowned, and 
| fince it hath been the cuſtom to be aſhamed „ 
of religion, of the God of our futhers :: | 
fhould 1 fay beyond this, that he will be- 
take bimſelf to God for ſupport and di- 

rection hen extraordinary cireumſtances- 
demand it; will be finding matter of praiſe. AF 
and adoration. in various things of nature 
and providence which occaſionally come 
in his way; that very ſmall things, unwor-- 
thy of mention, will be often leading him 
up to God: ſhould 1 ſet all this together 
as that regard to God which our Ty. 
worſhipper endeavours: to pay, it woulk 
amount to no more than the various ex- 
preſfions of a thankful and dependent mind. 
animated with impreſſion of the divine near- 
neſs and preſence; and this is nothing 
but what both the precepts and ex- 
amples in the ſeripture enjoin upon 
us. Where the renewed mind is, wor⸗ 
thip is not ſo much a duty as a = 
lege and a pleaſure ; there is a panting after | 
God, a contention to be near him, to find: 
him always, and not to loſe ſight of — 
ever. Hence the turning of the heart ta 
him amidſt the cares ot life; hence he 
attendance upon bim in the ſtated acts 4 
public and retired: devotion; and hence | 
in theſe a labouring after reverence, faitls 
delight, and importunity, which amy 
= ont. ſpirir of en To worſhip is 
„ 5 8 I 
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* 
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of divine worſhip. 
of viſit, dreſs, and idleneſs? 
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it no better,. 


forget the world hi 
auld have his ſacrifices 


that ſpeaki 
the bl 
Proach the throne of grace. 

But there are many in the ni wha 


not thus walk with God; who do not ei- 


ther affect or exerciſc the glorious privilege 
Art thou one of them, 
pleaſed with Sunday, becauſe it is thy day 


meanor at church thoughtleſs, — 


unconſtrained, as if thou hadſt no part to 
bear in the ſacred bufineſs there tranſacting 


between beaven and earth > Doth ſlee p, or 


_ buſineſs, or company, keep. thee thence 2 


Or, though opportunity ſerves, wilt thou 
not ee of coming thither a 


gain till the 
Sabbath return, as if thou hadſt nothing to 


|  dowiththe weekly worſhip, or wert pleaſed 
I  Aahat the cuſtom and countenance of the 
world gave thee a Cifcharge from it? Art 
thou without a conſcientious regularity in 
22 5 . cm ling down and 
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— 
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venly warmth, 

and uninterrupted / attention; be would, 
but he artains not all his defire; be finds 
h ſhort of that collectedneſs of mind, 
ing as to God, that wreſtling for 
eſſing, wherewith he wilhes wid N 


Is thy de- 


the goed mam privilege; and it is among 8 
his griefs that he can enjoy f 
chat the calues of his lips are o ſpiritleſs, | 
his afſections ſo cold, his thoughts ſo apt to 
wander. He would ile 


* 


rikog vp Licher prayeryor „ 
to every inte of ſecret exerciſes 7 
Can you feed upon God's creatures without 
thankfulneſs; and do none of the: things of 
nature and providence preſent him to vou? 
; Wbat is chis but co live roithout Gad in . 
W- — . BY 18 25 e. 431 2 
2 4. Te berg member of Chriſt's body 
bew to gborif/ God y faithful diligence © 
in bis culling. And this may be noted as a 
very conſiderable branch of true religion. 
Ibis diſtinguiſnes alfothe nexyys creatute. 
Thie honeſt Chriſtian labours in his calling, 
from a ꝓrineipletof conſcience and ſubmif⸗ Bo 
non to Gods knowing chat God hath laid it E 
-upon' ———— and a charge: IE 
the feveat of thy quce ſbalt thau eat bread; ll © 
thou renumn umo the grouuù ( o He who is 
| The new creature, 1 IS dütmg uſhed as ſuch by” 2 
OP more than his wages in this 
articular. Through: « de to God, - 
in ſubmiſſion to his app th 


. to — — neh een and 
Noth, 1 — -underithe 
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| upon the work of bis hands, \ thankfully 45 
acknowledging the divine bounty in ,bet- 
towing it him. He is true andgnft i 
all 2 dealings; yet tis not his honeſty, but 
the eye he hath 19 God in his labour, en- 
| gagin him with 41 ubmiſſiveneſs, diligence 1 
5 els, and patience, to — through _ 
| + . it, which provęs him to be ofa found 
mind. In obedience to God's will, he ſets 
himſelf in his daily taſ. Here, he ſays, 
God — — be; chis he would 
e have me to do; this is my very buſineſs 
by his gppointment; and my buſineſs is 
<4 — 5 it is the ſervice of God. 
« Delightful alſo is this my lac eee 
a thouſand bleſſings attend me in it. Thus. 
« employed, my conſcience is eaſy: thusem- 
4 ployed, I know no anxious fears of want : 
thus employed, temptations, which might 
» ſeduce: ine in an idle hour, are away: 
«© thus employed, I could gladly wait on the 


40 < ſerviceof'i my God till he change my place, 5 


C till he remove me to a ſervice above.” — 
He is pleaſed, you ſee, with his place and 
his ſtation; and he makes as much eonſci- 
ence to be at his work, as at proper times 
to be at his devotions. Fer, truly, he doth 
not labour becauſe: he cannot avoid i it, but 
becauſe God requires him to do t. 
He is faithful as to Gud, and to man allo, 
25 his calling. He renders. to every = | 

| > TIA ly. © ER. 


men as the ſlothful ſervane: Would in tus . 


[3 4- 


that which ain If his time, ine 
and labour be hired, he carefully pays what. 

/ neighbour hath a juſt right to; and. ut 
auth eyt-ſerwitey: but in ſingluntſs of heart, 
fearing — — give him his 
[955 5 „ability, and 1A Fol Or, if he 


cere Chfiltlan- ac + like) part and i prove © 0 
himſelf under the ſan >| „ 
his time in uſeful” diligence | 


. to e 2U ke 
world makes the ſame — upon. beh. 
bour, 1 and time; nor can he fail 


7 -ofefully, -» * 


ſuch are injury to 


Ee e body fob. 


caſe do to one particular. i 37H 
HE finds too; that the wks on ae 
have a reaſonable demand to 
his time and abilities; not re- 
_- _ gardleſs: of the wants of the poor; the dif 
treſſed, the ignorant, of thoſeithar are op- 
| prefled and thoſe that are fi kf he feels their 
1 s: che feels their 2 
the cry of the poor relief, the cry of 5, 
| this eu Cry. of the1 * #1 
norant for jnſtruion;: the cry of the op. 
1 for reſcue; the ery of the ſick for 4 
a phyſician. He hears! their united? cry, 4 
66 3 tor us; > and Jabours, working that 


f = ET. "wg 


eres 


Piteoiis eries 2 > 5 | 


3 n a lan- io bias ni. 
e 


Could: you ſay, ** Theſe are my views, 

tand thus 1 labour: Jam. e think 

you would go on your Ways:rejoicings Where - 
55 5, iFyon'are 7 — ; 


— 19s pn" qa wary; i 
ten; or never — that: you Bare 5 
4 Mafter in heaven, and brethren upon 

earth, both - demanding: your induſtrionis 
5 Or, if you have not conſcience 
towards God in your calling, but work 
merely — be induſtrious and ho- 
neſt too, a as/you will, neither your induſtry. 
nor honeſty beſpeak you approved Dem 
God. Such idleneſs, and ſuch an induſtry, 
prove you a child of this world fee bow —4 

differ from the mung member of Chriſt's 
body. He labours; aps yo are indo- 
lent : or if not, e labouts: in ſubmiſſion to 

God's will and appointment Ho only fcek 
your own — in it. Iwill ſuppoſe both 
of you ir aus; but gonr: induſtry is 
ſelfiſh, Hat kodereſpe@ unto others; his 
is charitable, it reſpetts the poor and the 
diftrefledaswelbas himſelf; With all your - 
honeſty, you look not above the world; 4 
Lo 114 ere 10 looks' W * it. 


4 * 1 x 


HF.» > RK} 7 Eph." iv. 26. 2 ap 


glorify God in the relation he bears tu others. 
I ſhall not he able to enter largely into the 
particulars: this only 1 ſhall ſay, that he- 
ther he be a fon, à ſervant, or à ſubject:; 
whether a maſter or a father, Whether a 
miniſter or one intruſted with the education 
of children, or whether a eee an 
higher or lower rank, he hath pecuſiar re 
gard to that relation; reckoning that tl 
God's honour and the 2 e of his 
work at the day af trial, do mainly de- 
E upon his diligence and faithfulneſs in 
. If he be a parent, his endeavout is fo 
4 take care of wr that he may fland 
before Chriſt with this ban ee word 
in his mouth, Behold, I and the children bon 
the Lord hath Kune 2. If he be a mi- 
niſter, the awful command, Ned my lan 
1 conſtrains him, above all things, o 
give himſelf bal unto them, that his profit» - 
ing may 10 the ſaving. of bing "and 
them that bear him (5)- If a magiſtrate, he 
doth not bear the ford ia vain (i, but with 
reſolution and impartiality, executes his 
commiſſion to the puniſhment of evil doers, 


and to the praiſe of them that do well. If 4 : 
act in an inferios relation, be a ſon op a fer 
vant, he forgets. not that quiet ſubmiſſon 
which God hath enjoined upon him, nor 
% - Hai. vn. 19. e John xxi. 15. 0 
. N 15. . "07 Rom, xiii. * 
4, 
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i ohio at” 115 thar hath commanded bim to- B 
nour his father and mother. To diſcharge 
the duties of his ſtation, whatever that ſta- 


tion be, is his fingular care. While we are 
members one of another, he who is in Chriſt 


will labour to give that "ſupply which is re- 


quired of him in the relation he bears, and 


to add Werebr either beaury.or fireogrh to 
the whole body. To act otherwiſe is to 


diſregard our — ; to diſavrowẽ- our mem- 
and to diſo vn all nina with ou 


bead our brethren. 


= Accordingly, if a man be 1 


magiſtrate, puffed up with power and 


making men knozw 20h he ig, as we ſay; if 


he bea miniſter; lording it over God's he- 


ritage, feeding himſelf rather than the flocxk : 
if he be one of theſe. parents who look up- 

on theis children as their property or their 
burden, and regard them no farther than 
as themſelves may be beneſited or hurt by 

them in their worldly concerns; or of SE 
who with wicked fondneſs indulge. them 
in and into vice; if he be an idle, vofairhſul | 


ſervant, or a ſtubborn, rebellious child, who, 


right or wrong, muſt have his humour and 

way; if in his relation to others he be 

perverſe and ſelfiſh ; ſure Lam he can bear 

no relation to Chriſt Jeſus, who came not to 

be miniftered unto, hut to miniſter; yea, and 

even 10 Five his.life a ranſom for many i 45 
e 4816 We 200 2:2 x 
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poſſeſſes are devoted to God an his glory — 
holineſs. to the Lord is ritten upon every; 

one of them. This Chriſtian is a complete 
character: he is not like a tree Which 
produces fruit upon a branch or two z.how- 
ever low his growth, yet everywhere he is 

fruitful. What hath the Lord given ta hm 
of money, learning, influence ? In thele, 
be they more or leſs, he labours to ſer ve God, 


and wiſhes to perfect the will of his Hes: 
venly Father in the uſe he makes of them 
all. Say, thou friend of God, dolt thou - 
not efteem theſe as his gift unto. thee, 
as the talents with which he entruſts thee? 
Doſt thou not eſteem them, becaule they- 
enable thee to do God and thy .neighbour _ 
ſervice ? Doſt thou not poſſeſs them with a 
jealous diſtruſt of thyſelf, leſt thou ſhouldſt © =» 
be found unfaithful, and injurious 27925 1 
INE _ 


_ abuſe of them? How vain is money in tine 
eye, but ro ſupply thy needs, to heiß er?: 
ward a fcligions work, to ſuccour thoſe 


hg are in diftreſs! What account. dot 
thou make of thy learning beyond the de- 1 


fence of truth and the ſaſtruction of the 
ignorant ?*. And haſt thou infſuenee to an 7 
other ends, but to add weight and coun. © 
tenance to the cauſe of Chriſtianity; to hell 
diviſions,” to eſtabliſh peace, and ſpfesk 
happineſs / among thoſe whis are abo 
thee? The humble Chriſtian kn ys m, rt 
a os, ** ——_— 


. : 
in theſe things beyond this; nor will aJlow 
his heart to grow vain upon ſuch diftinc- = 
tions, however much his depraved nature 
world needs be boaſting upon them, and 
however proud the world is of tbem. 
But if, without any humble acknowledg- 
ment of God's hand in theſe matters, you are 
fecretly puffed up becauſe of your influence, 
learning, and wealth, and lock down, out 
of your vain heart, with a ſort of ſcorn and 
_ conterapt upon thoſe who are poorer, more 
ignorant, or of leſs notice in the world than 
yourſelf; if you uſe theſe abilities which you 
are poſſeſſed of to your own: glory, and to 
bring about your own ſelfiſh ends: if your 
wealth is made to ſerve the purpoſes of mere 
ile grandeur and extravagant exceſs ; or, 
through a diſtruſt of God's providence, is un- 
wee lh and beyond meakure hoarded up, 
dd che evident injury of rhoſe who, as they 
needfo they have 3 title to, your hberality ;. 
if you affect a character in the world, hecauſe 
el your learning and knowledge, and while. 
you. would have us admire your abilities 
aud wonder at your parts, have no concern 
chat we ſhould. be the better for your {kill ;. 
I you uſe. your influence to keep the little 
dahle, as it were, to thoſe who depend 
upos YOU; or pr iding yourſelf in the court 
day Ray pen, if you treat them with an 
=? 41 oo SEP . | affected | 


Fi 3 1 


| affected lowlineſs and falſe-iearted — 


ment; if ſuch be the eſtimation and uſe 
vou make of choſe accidental endowihents 
which diſtinguiſti you more or leſs from your 
neighbours, very plain it is that you hide 
pour talent in the earth, that vou do * 
improve it for your Lord, and cherefo 
tar you are no fervant of dis. e 
5. In the natural gifts which God bath * 
dowed him with; he labours to ſerve God. 
Thert; 18 evidently i in one man more than 
another a qmickneſs of parts, Para ge matey, ; 
judgment, and a retentive memory: onfe- 
J uently ſome are pecuharty qualified — 
lneſs; they gain attention, command re. 
fpect, and are received with a kind of reve- _. 
rence as they conyerſe with others. Fhe len 
diſtinguiſhed hold fuch in admiration, —— - 2 
them a peculiar deference, and are cat 
frayed into their manner and way; ſot it 
is Ready of parts rather than the man of 
ſtation, aan or learning, that directs the 
world. Experience teaches. how much ; 
weight ſuch providential diſtinctions g 59 
5 and much thoſe who are ſo raifed: . 
the leyel of common ſenſe may prevail. 'N 
ſuperior influence attends them, whichevery | 
one feels himſelf poſſeſſed of, or ſabmits to 
as tre is or is norof the number of thole-whols 
faculties the diſtributive wiſdom of God ha 
peculiarly adorned. We may ſee the thing 


Z 


L N 
in the 


made of it. Is there not in every circle of. 
friends a certain leader, whole office it is, 


for the moſt part, to give countenance to- 


vice, and to laugh out of countenance the 
firſt attempt any of them ſhalt make to eſ- 
eape from the practices of iniquity? His 


parts have ſet him up in this office, wherein. N 


he directs with all the inſolence of pride; 
giving out his determinations, which they. 


dare not diſpute, and muſt ſubmit to upom 


5 pain of his diſpleaſure, or of being made the 


immediate objects of ridicule. Here the 
ower of ſuperior talents is ſeen and felt, 


owever baleful the influence of them be; 


bowe ver the man of ſenſe becomes a factor | 


for Satan, and ſupports. the horrid rebel- 
| lioh which hath been. raiſed, and. is main- 
tained againſt Heaven. 


But when fine parts abend, the other 


way, what grace and ornathent do they add 
to the whole man! What 1 do. 
rhey give to his religious behaviour! what 
ſweetneſs to his Chriſtian ſeverity ! How is 
he peculiarly qualified to become all things: 
to all men, to adorn the doftrine of God our. 
Saviour in all thin Ho enabled to 
perſuade, and with honeſt art to inſi- 


nuate the love of Religion into the 


* 


thoughtleſs, and to ſuppreſs the inſolence 
of that mouth which is given to blaſ- 
pheme ! And all” this ability the true- 

. hearted. 


| 


verſe uſe Which is everywhere: 


"F 45. 


ann ee 1 
of his Maſter. Is he more diſtinguiſnedꝰ)ꝰ 
He is alſo ſeen a more eminent advocate = 
for the practice and honourof true Chriſtian» 
ity, becauſe he is always, and in all things, 
devatod to the ſervice and glory of Gai 
Say now, Are. vou, or, Which amounts 
to the ſame thing as to the inquiry before 
us, do you judge yourſelf to be one, whole 
parts have raiſed you to a degree of diſtine- 
tion? And do you give; your weight ank 
influence to the intereſts. of the kingdom 
which Jeſus hath erected ; ſeeking to ſup- 
port, countenance, and, enlarge it, as far as 
that influence and weight reaches? This is 
the manner, without F of him who 
loves the Lord Feſus in ſincerity. Or are you 
as much diſtinguiſhed by vanity as you are 
by parts? Do you make no better uſe.of 
your eminence than to ride in triumph, = 
leading your flaviſh friends after you in ſub -- 
jection to your pleaſure? While you have 
ſo much power to direct, hath God no part 
in your management of others? Remember 
the caſe of Herod when he fat upon * 
throne and made an oration; 3, the people 
Shouted with a great bout, ſaying, It is the 
voice of a God, and not of a man. And im- 
mediately tbe angel of the Lord ſmote him, be- 
cauſe he gave not God the glory: and be Was 
eaten oat 1 and gave up the ghoſt (x J. Tf 
8 Ws. Ac Xii. 22, 23. 1 ; 
that 


tharmianwastho f God ſo are you. 
To conclude. Let us reflect together upon 
dhe character we have been deſcribing, that 
at leaſt we may approve it, and pay honour 
pel and gre de of our Lord Jeſus 


Gut wan able to beget ſo reſpectable- 


c ereature among the fallen, degenerate race 
of men: a perſon devoted to the ſetvice of 
his Creator, whoſe ſoul is raifed to nearer 


views of the Almighty, and to cloſer fel- 


bowſhip with the God of Heaven; who waits 
upon him in ſteady 


dependence, and pays 
him continually che juſteſt homage of humble 
adoration and grateful praiſe: a man ſo 
faithful to the truſt put into his hand, as nei- 


ther to be tired out of it by fatigue, nor cor- 
rupted in it by intereſt : one nicely atten- 


tive to difcharve his relative duties; a kind 


yet immoveable ſuperior, a meek and ho- 
neſt inferior: a man above the ſelfiſh uſe of 


wealth, learning, and influence; evidently - 
poſſefſed of them for the honour of his God 


and the welfare of his neighbours; — pol- 
. fibly a man of parts too; diſtinguiſhed, but 


not preſuming; eminent, but not haughty; 
with whom the ignorant may converſe with- 


| out fear, and from whom none ſhall depart 


without pleaſure and advantage.  _ 
This is the believer, the true diſciple of 


tme bleſſed Jefus. Imay venture to challenge 
9 world for ſuch is , perſon as 


this ; 


Tis 13” 


is Chiiſtin: and Other Levidldfayts rx 

one of you, bon art the man! Bur, fot the ; 
— oſt pant, yo-cannoy,! —-— dave - 
fot, ye will not. Cannot; becauſe of he 
pride and unbelief of your hearts; muſt not, 2 
becauſe your father the Devil will not als 
you; dare not, becauſe of your intereſts, ane 
of the concern you feel about your worldly A 
reputation; will not, becauſe of your haſts; 
And therefore what, for the —— 3 
pe? Chriſtians indeed by name; but in 
practice, living without God, and without 
worſhip; either idle, or ſelfiſhly buſy ; 
haughty ſuperiors orſtabborn inferiors ; vain 
of your diſtinction among your neighbours, | 
yet enſlaved by the opinions of your ac- 
quaintance; regardleſs of God and man as of 
yourſelf ; whether among them you are the 
voice het 
who dare not claim che right of your own 
liberty and your own conſcience, Alas! 
ſirs, the Chriſtian, deſpiſe him as ye will, 
pities you. I fay again, he pities, becauſe 3 
he fees you are and will be ſo miſerable, 
Hd yen might, through grace, be ſo bleff⸗ 2 

ed, happy now, and bleffed for ever. His 
eyes gulh out with water for the honour ß 
God's law which ye are ſetting at nouggʒt; 
He is horribly afraid for you, who will be the 
objects quickly of unavoidable and eternal 
vengeance. But theſe things. are hid from 
Jour Ns — Do not, however, be diſcou- 

NEE | non 


* * 
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parent wou d give bread ly cha languiſhiog 5 

child: So {hall you alſo be changed 

our 8061 [2 2. and with them 
glory. 
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